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Topics Covered 

• Hospital Financial Assistance 

• Public Benefits 

• Social Security Administration  

• Applying for Supplemental Security 
Income 

• Medicaid 

• Other Helpful Information and Resources 

 

 



NYS Hospital Financial Assistance Law 

• Hospitals Must Provide Charity Care 
Assistance Program (2007) 
– https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/strong-

memorial/patients-families/billing-
insurance/charity-care.aspx 

– http://www.rochestergeneral.org/about-
us/rochester-general-hospital/billing-and-
insurance/financial-case-management/financial-
assistance/ 

– http://www.flhealth.org/FinancialAidProgram 
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Hospital Financial Assistance  
Income Guidelines 



Hospital Financial Assistance  
Income Guidelines 



What Benefits Could We/My Child 
Receive?  

 
www.benefitscheckup.org 

http://www.benefitscheckup.org/
http://www.mybenefitscheckup.org/


What Benefits Could My Family/My 
Child Receive? (Results) 



Public Benefits 

• These are programs 
administered by the federal or 
state government for all 
children, and adults, provided 
they meet the program’s 
qualifications. 



Types of Public Benefits 

• SSI- SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME 

• SSDI- SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY                    
INSURANCE 

• Medicaid  

• Medicare  

• SNAP Benefits-”formerly known as Food 
Stamps” 

• Veteran’s Benefits 

• Etc. 

 



www.mybenefits.ny.gov 

http://www.mybenefits.ny.gov/


www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov 
 

http://www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/


Social Security Administration 
www.ssa.gov 

• SSI- SUPPLEMENTAL 
SECURITY INCOME 

– Medicaid  

– SNAP Benefits-
”formerly known as 
Food Stamps” 

 CAN NOT APPLY 
ONLINE FOR BENEFITS 

• SSDI- SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY  INSURANCE 

– Medicare –After 24 
months 

  CAN  APPLY ONLINE 
FOR BENEFITS 

 

Needs Based Services Entitlement Based Services 

http://www.ssa.gov/


Applying for SSI 

• CAN NOT APPLY ONLINE FOR THIS 
PROGRAM 

• You have to call and make appointment 
to apply 

–Phone or in person interviews are required 

–  call 1-800-772-1213 or your local office. 

https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp
https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp


WHAT ONE NEEDS TO APPLY FOR SSI 

• Social security number and birth certificate 

• Information about where they live 

• Supportive Documentation: current school 

records- IEP’s, psychological and medical 

reports 

• Names and addresses of all doctors, and 

hospitals where they have been seen 

• Any information about  income & resources 



SSI- SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY 
INCOME Program 

• Adult 

– Is disabled if his or her 
condition or illness 
severely impact their 
ability to work for 12 
months or longer. 

– Cannot be performing 
Substantial Gainful 
Activity at the time of 
application. 

• Child 

– Are considered 
disabled when the 
condition severely 
limits development 
and functioning in 
daily environment for 
12 months or longer. 

 

 



SSI Eligibility -  
Children under 18 

• A severe  disability;  

• Parents with limited income; 

• Resources less than $2000; and  

• Parents with limited resources. 



DEEMING OF INCOME AND 
RESOURCES 

• A portion of the income of a parent of an 
eligible child under the age of 18 is 
counted (deemed) as income for the 
child 



Denied Services 

•APPEAL!!!!!!!! 

•Find a Lawyer to 
help you! 



MEDICAID 
• When an individual receives SSI they automatically 

receive Medicaid 

• Other forms of Medicaid 
• Medicaid (Child Health Plus, etc) 

• 1619b 

•  DAC Medicaid/Disregard 

• Medicaid for Working Person with Disabilities 

• Medicaid Spend Down 

• Medicaid waiver services HCB, TBI, OMH or Care at 
Home- if child is under 18 parents income is waved 
so they can access benefit 

 
 

 



Can I/My Child work and receive 
Benefits? 

YES! 
Contact your local Work Incentive 

Counselor for information and assistance. 

www.starbridgeinc.org 

www.nls.org 

 

http://www.starbridgeinc.org/
http://www.nls.org/


CHANGES THAT MUST BE REPORTED 

•  Address 

• Living arrangements 

• Income including copies of pay stubs 

• Household makeup (moves in/out] 

• Change in marital status 

• Change in school attendance 

•  Admission to a hospital for more then 30 days 



Life Transitions 

• Every time a person who is receiving 
benefits has a life transition you 
should always ask yourself how will 
this impact benefits 

 

http://www.futurecareplanning.org/ 

 

 

http://www.futurecareplanning.org/
http://www.futurecareplanning.org/
http://www.futurecareplanning.org/


Remember To Ask Questions Every 
Step Of The Way 

• Knowledge is power 

• Knowing where to go to get assistance in 
navigating these Systems is key 

• Disability benefits/Public Benefits are 
complex  

• it is important that you ask questions 
and seek out assistance from benefit 
advisors when needed 



Helpful Information and Resources 

Neighborhood Legal Services 
Benefits Advisement Programs 

http://www.nls.org/ 
NY Health Access 

http://www.wnylc.com/health/12/ 
Empire Justice Center 

www.empirejustice.org 
Lawhelp.org 

http://www.lawhelp.org/ 
 

http://www.nls.org/
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Topics Covered 
• Hospital Financial Assistance 

• Public Benefits 

• Social Security Admiration  

• Applying for Supplemental Security 
Income 

• Medicaid 

• Other Helpful Information and Resources 

 

 



Any Questions? 


